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Abstract: Girls Street hawking refers to selling of items by young girls along the streets and other public 
places from sun rise to sun set. Street hawking is a common practice among the developing countries around 
the globe. It is obvious that these street hawkers are among the children out of school, who spend most of 
their day cycling the streets in absence of parents or guardians. This paper intends to study the practice and 
consequences of street hawking by young girls with the aim of identifying the causes that send the girls to the 
street and suggesting the possible ways to overcome the problem. 
 




Street hawking is one of the common types of 
child labor in most parts of developing countries 
Nigeria inclusive. Male and female children are 
usually involved. Wandering the street in various 
towns in Nigeria, one would find a significant 
number of school aged children male and female 
involved in petty or odd jobs and selling of items. 
The male children are partaking in both selling 
items and menial jobs while the girls are more to 
vending than engaging in the menial jobs. The 
girls sell items such as table water, food, soft 
drink, groundnuts, cakes etc. Most often the girl 
child is sent onto the street to hawk all kinds of 
wares because of poverty related issues and to 
help supplement family income. Children on the 
street are exposed to stress, malnutrition, mental 
illness respiratory tract infection, and the young 
girls hawkers are particularly susceptible to 
multiple forms of violence including sexual abuse 
and violence by men Ikechebelu etal (2008). 
Juvenile is term referring to young or immature 
of the youth or childhood. It comprises the child 
and adolescent. There are different versions of 
who a child is, the World Health Organization 
opines that a child is a person that falls within the 
age of 0-19 years. The Nigerian Labor Act viewed 
that a child is a person who is between the age of 
16 and below. While the International Labor 
Organization concludes that a child is an 
individual that is from 0-15years of age 
(Ikechebelu, 2008 p.2).       
 
Over the decades the traditional Nigerian society 
has deliberately priorities male education and 
training as against the girl child education with 
the view that investing in female children is 
wasting the limited resources because the girls 
would end up married to other families and 
possibly end in kitchen. The proportion girl child 
vendors in out of school children (OOSC) is 
relatively high, in Nigeria 7.2 million of primary 
school age children are not attending school ()  
Girls are sent out to the street to hawk by 
parents who are originally poor and need some 
little income to survive, hawking is also 
supposedly serves as a medium to prepare them 
for adulthood chores. In the opinion of Nsebasi 
and Abiodun (2010) the juvenile street hawkers 
are prone to multiple hazards and traumas 
ranging from physical violence, psychological 
stress, loss of wares, robbery, rape, risk of 
accident, kidnapping and murder for ritual 
scarifies by some occult members. Juvenile 
hawkers are also exposed to severe weathers of 
cold and hot seasons, as well as open to reptiles 
and insects, and to hunger and deprivation. 
 
2. The Girl Child Phenomena 
Girl Child is a human female offspring from 
birth until maturity age when she is considered 
an adult (a woman) (Offorma 2009). The United 
Nation declares 11th October of every year to be 
the Girl-Child day, to commemorate and 
celebrate the difficulties and achievements of the 
Girl-Child plight in the World and to ensure a 
world free of discrimination against the girl child 
and women folk at large. The adolescent period 
is generally accepted as the most critical in 
human development because it is characterized 
by psychological and psychological changes. 
During this stage, the Girl Child is often in a 
quandary of how to meet societal anticipations. 
Because of the transitional nature of the 
development from childhood to adulthood, the 
girl child is sometimes scolded for acting like 
child, and at other times rebuked for behaving 
like adults (Umar, 2009).  UNICEF (2015) posits 
that in every 10 minutes somewhere around the 
globe an adolescent girl dies as a result of 
violence. The United Nation’s Convention on the 
Rights of the Child (1995) upholds that Member 
States shall respect and ensure the rights and 
values set forth during the Convention is given to 
each and every child within their legal authority 
void of any prejudice, irrespective of the child's 
race or that of his parents/guardians, color, sex, 
religion, language, political ideology, national, 
regional, ethnic affiliation, social background, 
property, physical structure, birth or status. 
 
However, studies shows that girl child suffer 
discrimination in many countries around the 
globe from the earliest stage of her life, through 
her adulthood as observed by Umar (2009). She 
added that in some communities men outnumber 
women by 5 in every 100. 
 
3. The Practice of Street Hawking 
 
Hawking is the act of selling items and 
rendering services along the streets and other 
public places mostly by younger girls and boys. 
Street hawking is a common practice in most of 
the developing countries for decades, and it has 
been regarded as a cornerstone of many cities’ 
cultural and historical heritage. Anetor (2015) 
posits that street hawking consist selling of 
goods and services along the streets, 
transportation hubs without having a 
permanent built-up structure. Children are 
seeing on the street rendering services like shoe 
shiner, cleaning of vehicle screen, sweeping the 
road or refilling the pot holes on the streets 
expecting motorist’s donations. The children 
also engages in selling items like sweets, 
biscuits, nuts, table water, flowers, soft drinks, 
chewing gum, toys, scratch cards, handkerchief 
etc. Anetor (2015) argues that street hawking 
have a large proportion in the informal sector in 
Asia, Africa, and Latin America. He added that 
Africa has an estimated number of street 
hawkers which amount to 15-25% of the total 
informal sector, in India alone there are 3.1 
million street hawkers, which represent 3% of 
the total informal sector. In Peru, there are 
about 24,000 street hawkers, which stand to 
represent 9% of the total informal sector in the 
country. 
 
4. The Causes of Street Hawking 
 
There exists multiple reasons that can push 
children to the streets to hawk, such reasons 
could be political, personal, natural 
circumstances or man-made problems. The 
political point of view has to do with poor 
governmental economic policies of development 
which causes poverty and unemployment, 
inflation, environmental protection and civil 
corruption. Street hawking could also be out of 
individual failure to organize and plan his family 
structure and income. Natural disasters occurs 
abruptly which subsequently forces children to 
break away from their parents and relatives 
leaving them stranded in the streets, with no 
other option but to fend on any available job that 
they can feed on. Natural disasters could be 
floods, earthquake or draught. Human tragedies 
could also force some children to street when 
they lost parents through ethnic clashes, regional 
and boundary disputes or religious crises.  
 
Umar (2009) observed that street hawking is 
caused by child-trafficking, religion, poor family 
planning, poverty, wars and illiteracy. 
 
5. The Effects of Street Hawking 
 
In recent years girls street hawking has become 
an area of great concern and interest to the 
public and the academia which generated 
numerous reactions in the audio/ visual media, 
social media, the printed media and academic 
publications. The concern was gingered due to 
rapid increase of the girls on the streets and the 
apparent consequences they face on daily basis. 
There are multiple negative effects that befall the 
girls’ street hawkers as observed by different 
scholars in their studies such as Mercallina et’al 
(2014) where they observed that street hawking 
could negatively affect the physical, mental and 
social development of children. Girls hawkers are 
specifically at the higher risk of sexual abuse 
while both male and female vendors are prone to 
road traffic accidents, drug abuse, child 
trafficking and host of ill conducts.  
 
Umar (2009) observed that hawking exposes 
girl-child to all forms of abuses ranging from 
rape, molestation and harassment. The findings 
of her research showed that the girl hawker 
grow wiser than her mates who are not hawking 
the streets due to the habitual intermingling with 
elder people in the suburb. That triggers up her 
consciousness and introduce her to quest of 
more money as she succumb to sex work. In 
absence of those who patronize her and give her 
money the girl can indulge in to stealing and 
other dubious criminal behaviors. 
 
Street hawking introduces the children in to new 
family, new environment whereby they are free 
to do whatever they want to do with their lives 
without fear of being interrupted by parents or 
close guardians, therefore they quickly become 
morally drained. In many instances these juvenile 
girl hawkers are not vending for their families 
but for other elderly people who only take 
advantage on them to fetch money at the expense 
of the children’s future. Those adults responsible 
for the sending the girl-child to the streets are not 
really concern whether the girls behave well or 
not, their major concern is how much money 
these poor children can gather for them.  
Education is the pride and future of every 
society, and most of the juvenile girl hawkers 
are of school going age, but are permanently 
situated on the streets hawking items, while 
their age mates are in classes acquiring 
prostitute and eventually graduate in to 
becoming the master of girl child hawkers 
employing more girls for vending knowledge 
as  observed by Umar (2009), Marcellina et al 
(2014) and Anetor (2015). The future of the 
girl hawkers was taunted withilliteracy and 
anti-social behaviors there for they find it 
difficult to get suitor to marry them, they 
usually turned into full time. 
 
Conclusion 
Some stringent factors have propelled the 
children world-wide to hawk in the streets, 
markets and other public places. This happens as 
a result of poor government policies, personal 
failures, man-made and natural hazards. Girl-
child falls prey to multiple hazards ranging from 
road accidents, sexual harassment, cold and hot 
weather, child labor and lack of education.   
 
Poverty has largely contributed to the act of girl-
child street hawking, because their parents are 
unable to feed the family well and they do not 




The following are recommendations this paper 
proffer. 
 Government should ensure the 
implementation of the policy of free and 
compulsory education in Nigeria that 
many parents are violating by not 
enrolling their children in the school. 
Punitive measures should be taken 
against the offenders. 
 Government should help parents to 
create an alternative source to generate 
income through developing and 
empowering small scale enterprises for 
the parents, rather than depending and 
subjecting their daughters to street 
hawking which has serious negative 
social and moral consequences. 
 National Orientation Agency (NOA) 
should launch an awareness campaign in 
the national and local medias (in local 
dialects) by staging a drama on radio and 
televisions with the aim of educating 
parents on the negative effects of sending 
girl-child in the open to hawk.  
 General public are also advice to avoid 
patronizing the street girl-child, with the 
purpose of discouraging them so that 
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